Religion on Dry Fork

The first families of Dry Fork made their living from farming and logging and whatever
work was available to them. Their community began to develop and the institutions of
Church and school were established by
the turn of the century. Land, church,
and school were the framework of the
community and key to success in
America. Israel Cross, a leader of
freedmen community in Eastern Vir-
ginia knew this truth and spoke of it
often. He “ farmed for six days and
preached on Sunday. He ended every
sermon with ‘Buy some land, build a
home, and get some education.”

The first settlers of upper Dry Fork
used the log school house for worship "
services and learned the practices and -
beliefs of the AME Zion Church. They
then realized the need to build their own church building. A.J. and Emma Tynes donated
land and members from every family donated timber and labor and by 1901 the original
Tynes Chapel was constructed. The first trustees were A.J. Tynes, Mack H. Ferguson, John
R. Seay, Rueben Ferguson, and Mack Daniel Ferguson. Logs were donated by Sandy
Sheilds, A.J. Tynes, Henry Gray, Humphrey Hogan, and several of the Ferguson clan.
Powell Saunders cut the logs at his sawmill and construction began with Mr. Hogan driving
the first nail into a log held by Mr. William Charlton. So began the birth of Tynes Chapel.
There were many pastors over the
years. Among those remembered was
the Reverend Sheffey who walked
across the mountain to preach. The
most beloved was the Reverend
Samuel Porter, who served the con-
gregation for over 30 years. From
1931 to 1985 he pastored his Dry Fork
flock and several additions were made
to the church. In 1981 adjacent land
was deeded to the Tynes Chapel and
plans were made to build a new
church. Over the next decades the
new building was constructed and

finished.

Early in the century the Dry Fork Baptist Church was built across the creek from Tynes
Chapel. Services were held every other Sunday and even though certain families belonged
to one or the other, they would attend each others church. A dam was built to make a deep
pool and baptisms were held in the creek . Aubrey Gore tells a story of one especially
memorable Baptist preacher.
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“We have had some memorable
N T T ) L stories come out of here. We
RS =1 had a preacher named Rever-
end Wilson who used to preach
at the old Baptist church. He
was preachin’ one Sunday and
they had a old pot belly stove,
and he got to preachin,” and he
was one of the fiery preachers,
and he jumped out of the pulpit
and hit on his knees, and he hit
so hard it knocked the stove
over in the church and the
church filled with smoke. It was
a fire and brimstone sermon for
sure.”

Dinners were held in the Church yard after services in the summer and were great social
events. They also are remembered as culinary legends as each family brought food to be
spread on the tables for all. In the summer families would return to Dry Fork from Ohio, and
New Jersey, and Pennsylvania. There would be gatherings and reunions at the church, and
down at the recreation area at M.H. Ferguson’s place. Aubrey Gore remembers in the
1950’s and 1960’s the homecomings as being the social event of the year.

“The fondest memory of the church was
we used to have a homecomings on
church anniversary, and people would
come in from all over and there was just
as many people outside the church as
inside, and even though | was a kid and
vaguely remember, we had a park and
that was the place to come for black
people and you would see bus loads of
people come in. It was packed. People
cooked food and they partied even though
it was a church event, ya know people had
the homecoming in the church and outside
the church.”

It was homecoming for many. Families would return in the summer. | was a celebration of
community. Tynes Chapel and the Dry Fork Baptist Church served as beacons for many
years to the people of Dry Fork. In the summer of 1999 the last remains of the Baptist
Church were torn down. Now only Tynes Chapel remain.
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Violea Ferguson remembers church services over the year. Violea says Granny Woods
used to receive the spirit with great fervor during the sermon and would run up the road
towards her home jumping and shouting as she went. Aubrey Gore spent much time partici-
pating in church activities as a young adult. He played organ at the Baptist Church and
remembers

“Yes for many years | was a church pianist. Yeah and | started from the time
that ugh. from the time that | can remember | went to church up here until
here recently when | became a cynic. | played guitar in the quartet and piano
when | was a young teenager, then | played for the young adult choir. When |
came back from the military | joined the Charleton sisters and my mother
with me as pianist and we were doing T.V. We had been to Alabama, so we
were gaining notoriety.”

The church was also a
place where Christmas
and Easter programs
were held. There was
Sunday School for the
children and the adults
made sure they be-
came part of the
church family. This
was especially impor-
tant after the commu-
nity school was closed.
It was the one institu-
tion remaining that
validated the commu-
nity. Hazel Tynes
recalls........

“Everyone in the community would come. We also would always have a
program that was for Christmas at the church and at Easter time at the
church—all the children. Might one or two mothers would form a—
commitee, and they’d have this program for Easter and like at Christmas
time. And the pastor that pastored her for 35 years, Reverend Porter, see,
he would, always have a service, and he would have a watch meetin’'—
this kind of stuff. Most of the time, he’d have an early mornin’ service for
Christmas and Easter and he always had a watch meetin’ on New Years.”
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The Tynes Chapel AME Zion Church is well known in the area and is attended by people
outside of Dry Fork. Many blacks from Bluefield have come over the mountain to services
and whites on Dry Fork have also worshipped at Tynes Chapel over the years. A Mrs.
French from up Dry Fork was a faithful member until her death. The church is especially
known for its singing. The Charlton Sisters were a popular group that traveled all over the
region. The Tynes Chapel Choir today performs in several states and is an eagerly antici-

“l always had a speech to say, and havin’ a part in the play when | got a
little bit older—y’know. And then they’d have this great big Christmas
tree in there as tall as the ceilin’ and they’d have it all decorated up, and
the Sunday school always gave a little gift to each child and a little fruit
bag to each family—and this kind of stuff. And they would have a pro-
gram at the Baptist church and the Methodist church which— but the
kids would be in both of ‘em.”

“And there was a lady by the name of Miss Gladys goin’—/I’ll never
forget her—she’s up there in Bastian nursin’ home—uh, she would take
me to the side and ask me couldn’t | do this or couldn’t | do that, and I'd
try sooo hard, so hard to do exactly like she wanted me to do it. ‘Cause
she always gave me somethin’, y’know—a candy bar or a pop or a
quarter—somethin’ like that. She would have me doin’ these things that

pated annual event at the Bland County Festival of Leaves.
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